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firmed cholera were admitted. Of these, one patient died on
August 28th; and by the kindness of Mr. Robertson, the

physician’s assistant, we had an opportunity of seeing the only
case in the house, a man now in a fair way of recovery. The
treatment adopted has principally consisted of two grains of
talomel every ten minutes, with small doses of opium. This
Ttas given in the shape of a draught, with chloric ether when I
ths cramps were very strong.

In the case which ended fatally, the patient was getting
Worse under the calomel treatment, and the hyposulphite of
soda, which had proved useful last year towards the end of the
epidemic, was tried. This salt is given for the purpose of

allowing sulphurous acid being evolved in the stomach, this
taking place by the contact of the salt with organic acids. To
aid this process, sulphuric acid lemonade was also administered.
The hyposulphite of soda was given in half-drachm doses every
half-hour; but as the patient was becoming pulseless, recourse
was had to saline injection into the veins. The proportion of
saline matter was as follows: three drachms of common salt,
seven ounces of carbonate of soda, and ninety-four ounces of
water. Of this fluid, seventy ounces were thrown into a
brachial vein, by which measure the patient, who had been in
a state of deep collapse, revived considerably; he spoke and
seemed sensible, but in about five hours he again became
moribund. The injection was then repeated, and forty ounces
thrown up, but the patient died whilst the operation was
being performed. A distinct ward was here also set aside for
persons attacked with cholera, and it was noticed that no
female suffering from the disease was brought to the insti-
tution. 

____

ST. GEORGE’S HOSPITAL.

CASES OF CHOLERA.

IN referring to the Registrar-General’s Report for the week
ending August 19th, 1854, (and those concerned deserve all
praise for the very lucid and instructive manner in which it is
drawn up,) we find that the west districts are being more
severely visited than the north and central districts; the west
presenting 184 deaths, and the north and central respectively
38 and 32, the population of the two latter being nevertheless
larger than that of the former. The difference is accounted
for, in the Report, by the unequal elevation above Trinity
high-water mark, the north and central districts being 135
and 49 feet, and the west districts only 28 feet above the
mark. Nor can the influence of the elevation be for a moment
doubted, when we find 370 deaths in the south districts, which
are only six feet above the high-water mark.

St. George’s, situated at the extreme west, has admitted
more cases than King’s College and Charing-eross, and this cir-
cumstance fully coincides with the remarks made in the

Registrar-General’s Report respecting the cases returned in
the central and western districts. In St. George’s Hospital,
about fifteen cases have been treated from the beginning of the
epidemic-to August 21st. Out of these, six have died, and on
the date just mentioned there were in the house only two cases
of actual cholera, as also one of choleraic diarrhoea.

In this institution the cholera patients have not been placed
in separate wards, and here, as at King’s College, persons ad-
mitted for other complaints have been seized with the dis-
ease after some cases had been brought from without. But
it should be observed that the occupants of beds nearest
to the cholera patients were not attacked. The question of
contagion, we need hardly say, is still sub judice, but it may
perhaps be said that it is safer to err on the safe side ; at all
events we are sorry to find that two nurses took the disease,
which proved fatal to one of them. It should also be observed
that several of the attendants have suffered from diarrhoea;
but this is, at the present time, an affection from which very
few people are free. 

"

The treatment adopted by Dr. Bence Jones has principally
been acetate of lead and opium, also tincture of capsicum, &c.
Dr. Wilson has used the dilute sulphuric acid with chloric
ether, and when, after five or six doses, the patients improved,
they were ordered to take sulphur in combination with car-
bonate of soda. For frictions to the legs, when the cramps
were very painful, Dr. Wilson has employed a liniment in
which entered chloroform. The latter agent was also prescribed
to be taken internally in an emulsion with yolk of egg. A
pregnant woman, who was very severely attacked, partially
recovered under this treatment; but she subsequently mis-
carried, and died. One of Dr. Bence Jones’s patients also re-
covered from the original attack, but died of the consecutive
fever. Dr. Nairne has mostly used the mustard emetic at first,
and when a certain amount of reaction had taken place, he

gave scruple doses of calomel if the vomiting continued. When
the irritability of the stomach was allayed by these large doses,
two grains of calomel were taken every second hour. For
pains in the stomach, the usual mixture is composed of appro-
priate doses of carbonate of soda, sulphate of magnesia,. and-
antimonial wine in mint-water. Brandy and opium are not
largely given here, nor is the warm bath so much used as in
other institutions. 

___

ST. MARY’S HOSPITAL.

CASES OF CHOLERA.

FROJI the commencement of the epidemic-viz., since about
the middle of July-six cases of confirmed cholera were re-
ceived into this hospital. Of these, three have died, and two on
the day of our visit (August 21st) were in the house. One of
the latter patients was at that time recovering, and only
suffering from a slight attack of bronchitis; the other, a female
about twenty-five years of age, had been admitted on the
same morning, and was, when we saw her, in a state of deep
collapse.

In this case we had an opportunity of seeing the injection of
a saline fluid into the venous system, performed by Dr. Sibson
with the usual canula and shield and the pumping apparatus.
The fluid used was composed of one grain of carbonate of soda
and ten of common salt to one ounce of water. About a pint
of this fluid was injected, but the collapse was too deep, very
little impression was produced, and the patient died soon.
afterwards. A separate ward has here also been set aside for
persons suffering from cholera, principally on account of the
alarm created in the other patients by the sight of the symp-
toms presented in cholera cases.
The treatment adopted in this hospital consisted principally

in the adoption of such means as would allay the vomiting-
viz., effervescent saline draughts, prussic acid, &c. In purging,
the remedies varied, according as the matters evacuated pre-
sented acidity or alkalinity: in the first case, sulphuric acid
was used, and in the second, chalk mixture. We did- not
perceive that calomel or opium were employed. Warm air
was had recourse to in one case with apparent advantage, and
patients were allowed the free use of ice. With some, both
brandy and frictions were tried, but without success, as the
collapse was of a decided character. No children were ad-
mitted with the disease; the females greatly predominated, and
it is worthy of remark, that no cases occurred spontaneously
within the walls of the hospital.

FARRINGDON GENERAL DISPENSARY.

No case of cholera has been reported at this institution, but
diarrhoea has been very prevalent. 800 cases of diarrhoea were
relieved here in the four weeks previous to the 15th of August.
200 cases occurred during the following week, none of which
have terminated fatally. The patients are directed to take,
every hour, a tablespoonful of a compound chalk mixture, each
dose of which contains, tincture of opium, five minims;
aromatic confection, six grains; prepared chalk, three grains’;
water, half an ounce. This is the dose for adults. Children
take half the dose. The opium is omitted when the diarrhcea.
occurs in infants. In some cases sulphuric acid has been given,
but then the patients frequently return to the dispensary
complaining that the medicine does not relieve the complaint.
In addition to the epidemic diarrhoea,, biliary affections and
various forms of dyspepsia have been unusually frequent and
obstinate.

KENSINGTON DISPENSARY.

MR. GuAZZAEONi writes : - " The treatment generally
adopted by me in cases of cholera consists in giving an emetic,
composed of one tablespoonful of mustard and two of salt, (un.
less the vomiting has been previously very severe and long-
continued.) After the stomach has been thoroughly cleared
out, I usually give a scruple dose of calomel, which is repeated
in a short time if the first dose is rejected. If the cramps are
severe I order ten or fifteen drops of chloroform or chloric
ether every quarter of an hour; and, with the view of checking
the purging, I administer from fifteen to twenty-five drops
of dilute sulphuric acid every half hour. If the sickness be

very severe and protracted, I give the patient iced brandy and
water, acl libitum, and a mixture composed of prussic acid and
sesquicarbonate of soda. I likewise direct mustard cataplasms
to be applied to the pit of the stomach and calves of the legs,
and bottles of hot water to the feet, &c.
" I have treated altogether eight cases of cholera in the work-
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house ; the first occurred in a man, aged thirty years, brought
into the house about three weeks since by the police in a state
of collapse, and who died about seven hours after admis-

sion ; the next was in an old woman, aged eighty-three,
which likewise terminated fatally; the two following in old
women, respectively aged seventy-six and seventy-seven, with
the like result; the fifth in a man, aged twenty-four, who died
about ten hours after being seized; the sixth in a woman,
aged sixty-six, which terminated fatally; and the seventh in
an infant, nine months, with the like result. The eighth is at
present under treatment; she is a young woman, aged twenty-
two ; the symptoms were well-marked, and when I saw her
she was in a state of collapse. I gave her a mustard emetic,
and, shortly afterwards, ten grains of calomel, and three grains
every half hour after, which she has persisted in up to to-day,
having taken, altogether, three drachms of calomel. Under this
treatment reaction has come on, but she is now suffering from
secondary fever. With regard to the hiccups, which often
succeed an attack of cholera, and are frequently very harassing,
I find the following formula useful :-Camphor, one scruple;
spirit of sulphuric ether, two drachms; sesquicarbonate of
soda, one drachm; acacia mucilage, half an ounce; distilled
water, six ounces. Mix. Two tablespoonfuls to be taken
every three hours." 

-

EASTERN DISPENSARY.

MR. JOHN BARRY writes :-" Up to this date (August 26th)
no cholera has made its appearance at our institution, although
diarrhcea has been on the increase in the district, and generally
more obstinate in its character. The number of cases treated
since my last communication, on the 18th inst., being 164.
z I have observed this fact-viz., that in places where the

drainage is defective, consequently giving rise to noxious
effiuvia, then diarrhoea is of the most obstinate nature, for
there remains the exciting cause.

" The noxious smells arising from decayed animal and

vegetable matters are in some parts exceedingly offensive, and
at all times a sure source of disease. It would be well if the
proper authorities were to constantly see to the removal of
these exciting causes, and not wait until the eleventh or

twelfth hour.
" I should like the Board of Health, with Sir Benjamin Hall

at its head, to make a tour of inspection through the courts and
alleys of Whitechapel, not forgetting Petticoat-lane. I feel
confident they would gain more experience respecting the real
state of things thus, than by shutting themselves up in that
very clean respectable house of theirs in Whitehall." "

PIMLICO AND WEST LONDON GENERAL
DISPENSARY.

MR. WM. GROVE GRADY, the surgeon to the above institution,
has forwarded the following :-

" In contrasting the phenomena and symptoms of the present
epidemic with that of 1849, I do not perceive any material
difference, except as regards the type, which I do not consider
so very virulent. In all the cases of cholera I have met,
diarrhoea was a prominent symptom, and so exceedingly mild
and unattended with pain as to throw the sufferer off his guard,
and not to warn him of his danger till collapse supervenes. If
the diarrhoea proceed unchecked for a few hours, vomiting suc-
ceeds it, and in a little time after this cramps and collapse
follow in succession as a matter of course.

" Though I have paid particular attention to the laws which
govern the disease now as well as in 1849, I have not discovered
any diagnostic by which I can discriminate choleraic diarrhcea
from non-choleraic, but I have looked on those cases of diarrhcea
which resisted my treatment for a considerable time before they
yielded to leave no doubt in my mind as to their true nature;
and I have always, where the atmosphere is charged with ma-
laria, as it is at a season like this, given the patient the benefit
of the doubt, and treated the case in such a way as not to trifle
with life till collapse sets me at defiance. The alvine evacuations
and gastric discharges are to be looked on as most deceptive in
judging of the nature of the case in the early stage, but not so
when the disease is fully established; it is not to be depended
on, for I have seen all the stools of the natural colour, when
perhaps the very next presented the rice-coloured, with all its
formidable consequences; and it is only during such time as
the stools are of a natural colour that you can hope to save life;
a point of great practical importance to be attended to, because
I have known men not look on the case as cholera till they
noticed the serous discharges, a period of great danger, for it
is then that the serum and salts are passed off from the blood,

causing a fatal collapse, and which no artificial means that I am
aware of can restore. It is of importance that we should lose
no time in hermetically sealing up the bowels, (if you allow me
the term,) and if we can do so we shall have no occasion to be
puzzling ourselves about trying to cure fatal collapse. In 1849
I found all the cases admitted into the hospital were still

purging, and as soon as I checked it the patients got well, and
were discharged cured. As we very generally are not callei
till the last moment, and when perhaps another evacuation may
determine the fate of our patient, it is of paramount importance
that we should have at hand a remedy, and administer it at
once, that will have the desired effect, and this can be accom-
plished by administering large doses of acetate of lead,and
opium; it is wasting time and loss of life giving the ordinary
astringents in such cases. I have, indeed, long since dis-
carded them from my practice, and never think of using them.
Vomiting is a very embarrassing symptom; for while it lasts
there is little chance of getting our remedies to rest on the
stomach, and much valuable is lost. I have invariably
succeeded in removing the vomiting by administering creasote in
considerable doses. In small doses this remedy is not effectual,
and will fail. Against collapse we have no remedy. We should
use the best means in our power to arrest the premonitory
symptoms from the onset, but a patient in this formidable state
should not be forsaken, for I have seen a few extraordinary
recoverings quite irrespective of medicine; but I would warn
those who are disposed to administer heroic doses of calomel to
be cautious, for I have witnessed cases in which several hundred
grains of calomel had been given, and some of the patients only
recovered to tell a miserable tale, and to soon die a wretched
spectacle.
"As the success of treatment in cases of cholera entirely de-

pends on the promptness with which the medicine is admi-
nistered, it should be at hand, and given the moment you visit
your patient. In this way I have saved many a life. It is not
my intention to enter into the minutiae of the treatment of
cholera, but merely to draw attention to remedies of great
practical importance and public utility, at a time when
thousands are dying around us. In every case in which Ihave e

prescribed the above-mentioned medicines, I have been informed
by the patient that the bowels have never been moved after
the first dose, so powerfully astringent is it; but I have, for
caution’s sake, always continued its administration for some
hours after, when I deemed it expedient, and in my hands it
has never caused one unpleasant symptom."

PIMLICO ROYAL DISPENSARY.

Mr. J. C. PicG, the resident medical officer, writes, "That from
July 26th to August 28th, nearly 1500 persons have been sup-
plied with medicine for diarrhcea, the institution having latterly
been open at all hours for that purpose. Fifteen cases of
Asiatic cholera have proved fatal; in three of these, after a
partial recovery from a state of collapse, they subsequently
sank from the consecutive fever. With but two exceptions all
had suffered from diarrhcea for a few days previous. In mild
cases of diarrhoea the following are our formulae:&mdash;

" Chalk mixture, P. L., one ounce; tincture of opium, five
minims; pulverized kino, ten grains. Mix for a draught. Or,
aromatic confection, ten grains; prepared chalk, ten grains;
compound tragacanth powder, one scruple; tincture of opium,
three minims ; tincture of capsicum, five minims com-
pound spirits of ammonia, ten minims, peppermint-water, one
ounce. Mix for a draught.

" For children : Chalk mixture, P. L. two ounces; tincture of
catechu, half a drachm. Mix. One drachm to be taken three
times a day.

" Dr. Ogle has ordered with considerable benefit the dilute
sulphuric acid, as follows; dilute sulphuric acid, two drachms;
dilute nitric acid, one drachm; adding peppermint-water to
make half a pint. Mix. One ounce to be taken every four hours.

" When attended with pains, cramps, or vomiting, large
mustard sinapisms have been applied to the whole abdomen.
In most cases of diarrhoea the disease has in a short time 8’UC-
cumbed to the above remedies." "

BLOOMSBURY DISPENSARY.
’ 

MR. THOMAS CHApLi, the resident medical officer, gives u,4
the following information, in addition to that which we received
from him last week:-" From the 16th to the 30th of August,
1854, 129 cases of diarrhoea, were admitted. They have all
terminated favourably, the treatment employed being that
described by Dr. Pidduck, the physician to the dispensary, in


